
ALBION PLAN COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
February 1, 2006 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The Albion Plan Commission met at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 1, 
2006, in the Police Department Training Room located at 124 S. Orange St. 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Upon determining a quorum was present; members selected Chris Magnuson as 
their President Pro Tem.  President Magnuson called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.  Members 
present were Chris Magnuson; Charles Elser; Casey Meyers; Joan Robinson; and Fred Rawles.  
Absent were members Max Weber; Larry Ellet; Mark Hunter and Scott Applegate.  Also present 
were Beth Shellman, Town Manager; Mike Yoder, Plan Commission Attorney; Stan Jacob; Terry 
and Roberta J. Brazzell; Mitch Fiandt; Cheri Correa; and Dave Smith; and Bob Braley, Kendallville 
News Sun. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES:  Joan moved and Charles seconded to approve the minutes of 
the January 4, 2006 meeting.  A voice vote showed the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Attorney Yoder cautioned that any action of the Commission requires 5 votes to 
carry. For action to be final, it will require unanimous consent of all five members in attendance.   
 
At the request of Stan Jacob, and with the consent of the other petitioners, Commission members 
moved the CN School Rezoning to the first item on the agenda.  (Stan had another commitment 
beginning at 7:00 p.m.)    
 
Rezoning Number 2006-05, Central Noble School Corporation, requesting to rezone the north 82’ 
of Lot 5 and the north 82’ of Lot 6 in Harvey’s Addition to the Tow3n of Albion; from Residential 
Three (R-3) to Central Business (CB), for the purpose of continuing use of the property as the 
Central/Superintendent Office of the school system; Albion Zoning Ordinance; real estate location 
Section 19, Albion-Jefferson Township; common location 200 E Main Street, Albion, Indiana. 
 
Chris opened the public hearing at 6:37 p.m. and it was noted all interested parties had been 
notified and no written comments were received.  Notice of the public hearing was published as 
required by law.  No remonstrators were in attendance.    
 
Stan Jacob explained the school office recently discovered their property was zoned single-family 
and consequently filed for the rezoning to match the existing and expected use of the property.  
The property and building has been used commercially for over 50 years.   
 
Mitch Fiandt was present and added he was on the Plan Commission when the zoning was 
originally designated in 1994 and 1995.  He recommends this rezoning and the Brazzell rezoning 
be approved as he can recall both properties were to originally have a CB designation.   
 
Interested Party Cheri Correa was in attendance and noted she was only present to observe the 
hearing.  She had no comments and no objections. 
 
Joan moved, seconded by Casey, to close the public hearing at 6:42 p.m., suspend the Plan 
Commission rules by waiving the 30 day waiting period allowing the findings to be reviewed and 
consider making a decision on the application tonight.  A voice vote showed the motion carried 5-0.  
Findings of Fact were considered and completed.  Each finding was approved favorably by a vote 
of 5-0. (original on file in petitioners file).  Joan moved, seconded by Casey, to recommend 
approval of the rezoning to the Albion Town Council.  A voice vote showed the motion carried 5-0. 
Rezoning Number 2006-03, David L. Smith, requesting to rezone Lots 17, 18 and 19 in Seneca 
Addition to the Town of Albion; from Residential Three (R-3) to Central Business (CB), for the 



purpose of continuing commercial activities currently being conducted on the property; Albion 
Zoning Ordinance; real estate located Section 24, Albion-York Township; common location 308 S 
York Street, Albion, Indiana. 
 
Chris opened the public hearing at 6:50 p.m. and it was noted all interested parties had been 
notified and no written comments were received.  Notice of the public hearing was published as 
required by law.  No remonstrators were in attendance.    
 
Beth reported she contacted Mr. Smith at the request of the Plan Commission at the January 
meeting.  He agreed to apply for a rezoning.  David L. Smith concurred and added that he has no 
plans to change the existing use of the property.  He had a letter from former Town Manager Gary 
Stair telling him the business and outside storage are non-conforming uses and could remain as is 
on the property.  Beth noted outside storage for the petitioner would continue as a non-conforming 
use, but is not permitted in the CB district and will not be allowed for future uses on the property. 
 
Charlie moved, seconded by Joan, to close the public hearing at 6:54 p.m., suspend the Plan 
Commission rules by waiving the 30 day waiting period allowing the findings to be reviewed and 
consider making a decision on the application tonight.  A voice vote showed the motion carried 5-0.  
Findings of Fact were considered and completed.  Each finding was approved favorably by a vote 
of 5-0. (original on file in petitioners file).  Charlie moved, seconded by Joan, to recommend 
approval of the rezoning to the Albion Town Council.  A voice vote showed the motion carried 5-0. 
 
Rezoning Number 2006-04, Terry and Roberta Brazzell, requesting to rezone Lot 80 in the Original 
Plat of Albion; from Residential Three (R-3) to Central Business (CB), for the purpose of selling the 
property formerly used as a mortuary; Albion Zoning Ordinance; real estate located Section 18, 
Albion-Jefferson Township; common location 209 E Main Street, Albion, Indiana.  
 
Chris opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m. and it was noted all interested parties had been 
notified and no written comments were received.  Notice of the public hearing was published as 
required by law.  No remonstrators were in attendance.    
 
Terry Brazzell stated the property has been used as a business since 1932.  There was no 
available property adjacent to this lot so they could not expand the funeral home.  This resulted in 
them constructing a new building in the development on the north edge of town.  The building on 
this property is currently vacant and they have two pending offers – one for office space and one 
Bed and Breakfast interest.  They need a CB zoning for either use.   
 
Casey moved, seconded by Joan, to close the public hearing at 7:05 p.m., suspend the Plan 
Commission rules by waiving the 30 day waiting period allowing the findings to be reviewed and 
consider making a decision on the application tonight.  A voice vote showed the motion carried 5-0.  
Findings of Fact were considered and completed.  Each finding was approved favorably by a vote 
of 5-0. (original on file in petitioners file).  Casey moved, seconded by Joan, to recommend 
approval of the rezoning to the Albion Town Council.  A voice vote showed the motion carried 5-0. 
 
Reports of Officers:  Ernie Leatherman Auto Sales received a building permit in 2001 for the 
addition that was discussed at the January meeting.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Joan motioned, and Charlie seconded, to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:14 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
Christina Magnuson, President Pro Tem  Beth Shellman,  Secretary Pro Tem 


